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My teaching philosophy grows out of the things I find important in my own studio practice. My 
mission is to teach students the importance of a classical foundation while fostering their own 
interests in a broad range of media, both traditional and digital, and ultimately to give them the 
tools they need to create art from a position of choice. Art is about creative choices. 

Learning shouldn't necessarily be easy, but it should be engaging and preferably fun. I design 
lessons that actively engage students and take advantage of three learning styles: visual, 
auditory, and kinesthetic. I try to avoid autocratic lectures in favor of more inclusive discussion 
models while cycling my lessons between periods of discussion, demonstrations, and in-class 
exercises to give students immediate practice and reinforcement. This helps students develop 
questions and build confidence before moving on to larger projects. 

I have a very progressive view of digital media, and I love the power of digital tools. However, 
it has been my experience and observation that graphics software can only be utilized to its
full potential by an artist with a firm foundation in traditional drawing and design skills. A 
computer does not an artist make. Therefore, I stress the importance of a strong foundation 
in classical skills. My goal here is to teach students the broadest range of skills and tools, while 
fostering the ability to learn more on their own.  Industry standards are going to continue to 
change and evolve, so students need to be able to evolve, too. 

The ability to express and articulate oneself is at the core of visual art, and is critical when 
dealing with the professional world. I place high value on critiques and both verbal and written 
presentations, through which students learn to gauge how effectively their ideas have been 
conveyed. Furthermore, even in commercial arts your “voice” comes through, if only by your 
choice of subject matter. I do not wish to impose my own ethics, but simply to make students 
aware of the messages they are sending and how that relates to their own ethics and society 
as a whole. 

Finally, I recognize that teaching is not one-size-fits-all. I genuinely care about students as 
artists, professionals, and as individuals with unique learning needs, life situations, and life 
goals. I have challenging yet realistic and achievable expectations for my students. My goal is 
to help them build their work ethic and confidence, not to tear them down. I understand and 
respect the reciprocal nature of the student/teacher relationship; my students will likely teach 
me as much as I teach them. I believe that my students are both my charges and my clients, 
and that they deserve the very best brand of teaching that I can provide.
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